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The fiction of Mori Ogai, written after the death of Emperor Meiji in 1912, secured his promiment

place in modern Japanese literature. This collection of stories, set in the Tokugawa Period, provide

a means for Ogai to deal with contemporary moral and philosophical values and themes.
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David Dilworth presents the reader with a great compilation of short stories of, arguably, Japan's

best author. Each story is masterly crafted with meticulous attention paid to historical detail, and

each story is well prefaced, explaining Ogai's philosophic and aesthetic intentions. Either Dilworth or

a collegue has made first rate translations in this edition. I would reccomend this book to both the

scholar of Japanese literature and those who have only a nodding acquaintance with Ogai.
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